centres.
"When admitted on April 9th, 1867, both pupils acted well to light, but were each occupied by a dense white cataract. "With the right eye he could see persons standing before him, but could not count the fingers: with the left eye he could count the fingers, and find his way about in the evening, though not in the day time. Both eyes were in a state of continual involuntary motion. There was no strabismus. When the pupils were dilated with atropine, he could count the fingers with the right eye, but he denied that there was any improvement in the left, with which, however, he was now found to have a very imperfect perception of some Persian letters, equal in size to about XL. Snellen: to examine these he brought them within three inches of the eye. The left eye was therefore the better of the two. The appearances, now that the pupils had been well dilated, were as follows, copied nearly verbatim from the casebook :?The right pupil was occupied by a dense, white, nearly circular body, which did not fill its entire area, but left a dark clearing around it: it was of a bluish white colour, the circumference being much more opaque than the centre, and a dense yellowish spot was observed just outside the centre, joining the circumferential part. The anterior chamber in the left eye was equally deep, the cataract occupied the whole pupillary area, and appeared to consist of a dense white membrane, having a thicker part, like a bit of chalk, about one-eighth inch in diameter, extending from its centre up to the upper border.
Altogether below this, and near the lower margin of the pupil, there was a slit in the membrane, passing across that part of the pupillary area, and turning up on both sides. Below this slit, the membrane appeared to be thicker than at other parts.
It was impossible to find out how much this man's vision was improved by the atropine, as he was very unwilling to give any information on the subject, lest further treatment should be proposed?a proceeding to which he would not consent, believing that nothing could be done for a man that had been born blind.
The following sketch, made at the time, will give some idea of the appearance of his eyes, after the instillation of atropine:? Left eye.
